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72- Constance Street.
Toronto,Ont.
Jan.9th,1953,

Dear Dre. P.erce:

4+ am pleased that the little sketch was acceptable.
When L get that'lone lorne feeling' + l.ke to mess about with colors.
-t helps; i1t brines to mind memor.es of places and people + love..t has
no other value. : '

Yes, we finaglly found an old house in Parkdale large enough to
enable us to rent a little su.te to some nice young pirls..t seems a
pleacant way to auement our pens.on, and + try to believe that NOW
at last . shall be left .n peace to gather my wits and vnossibly f-na

the couruge to tackle another mss. ‘

4t the moment .+ am so ftired from cleansng the d.rt.est house it
was evey my misfortune to .nhabit that the mere thought ceems a
monstrous joke. But then . am stubborn and l.ke my fool-ch ancectors
believe one may ag¢ well die in battle as in bed.

For example: .«n the midst ofthe domestic cyclone +« was struck by

a w+ld not.on that the s.mplest way to cut immortal Rock was to

remove Fric's Saga from the text. . need hardly cay the thougeht

really upcet me. The legsend ie very dear to me. Then, nossibly the
sooth.ng cound of eoap suds, induced a better mood and « sa.d to myself:
Why not turn Eric's strange cuest .nto a L.TTLE BOOK. Well, why not ?
W+th a roof over my head more or less secure -~ should be able to

do +t1!

What do you th.nk of the rdea ? The tr_uble .gs . should have
to work w.th the second copy. - cannmot ask my poor husband to do the
whole th.ng overs. Would asznyone read such anm effort ? . think .« could
managec to make the chances fu.¥¥y qu.ckly; and wh.le . am at the
slaughter . ceould, +f you w.sh, rob Father Bened-ct of some CODY »

+ am quste aware that the wares of a troubled mund and everlasting
upheaval +8 & rambl.ng style. + am sure that no one qu+te sane
would have pone on try.ng to write at all fac.ne the nrotlems » have
had to face for many reurs. .t must be macdness! But there it 1s and
what can . do &bout Lt ? For some obscure reason i hate to lower the
old flag and take my eace at the d.sh-pan.
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Enough of this. Your note had a delsr tful touch of Chr.etmas,
.+ could see the l.ttle man sounding out hig three cheers. Cood for
ham!

This year must mark some .nv.s.ble cross roads. We too had our
Chr.stmas d.nner w.thout the son und he.r, and made (o m.th a charm.ng
young counie, their baby and my cat. But 1t was pleacant after all the
hard work Jjust to git still for a bit and let the baby and the cat
do the entertain.npg. 'he proud mother was .n my wr.t.ng class in Calpary
and her husband is work.nc for his doctorate in mucic. +t was lovely

to have them.

Later we also attended a party. feorre and Sandra were d..nc the
honors in their new 1l.ttle hovuse +n North York. Rad.o folk are fr.endly
but they speak a new lancuage and subscr.be to an ethic a l.ttle too
el.gk for my Norse concept.on of real.ty.But by say.ng noth.ng n.cely
one cets by, after all «t w uld be a t.resome world if the generat.ons

made no chances.

The only b.tter change .s the loss of dear fr.ends. and this
Christmad L missed, for the first time in twenty years, a letter
from I1.. Cranston. Yectercay h.s son sent me the M.dland paper

with the announcement of hie (eath. .t was a real shock. Mr. Cranston
rubtl.ched my first story, and + came to know . him and h.s w.fe as

the moet loyal and s.ncere fr.ends. More than that + found in Mr.
Cranston an .nterr.ty wh.och never bowed to debaced values. A rare
thing «n those duys of debunk.ing when £o many popular magaz.nes
battened on the brave new .dfolopgy wh.ch made: such cheerful end of
the anc.ent vortues whoch alone p*ve d*ﬂﬂ*ﬁv and mean‘ng to human
ex.ctence. .

+ feel the loss deeplye. + had planned to v.s.t M.dland so soon

as we had got our heads above water. How dreadful 1t is to let the
mean cares of the day depr.ve us of the real treasures of 1l.fe.

Please p.ve my reparde to Mres. P.erce. - do hope the coming year
w.1l be k.nd to her. ind . Lhall look forward to that tea some ;
sunny day. ﬁ

Sincerely Yours

Sounn 4 b iy
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