
Dear Dr. P.1.erce: 

72- Constance Street. 
Toronto,Ont. 

Jc1.n.9th,19 53. 

• am nle~sed t hat the l.1.ttle sketch was acceptable. 
When~ get that'lone lorne f~el.1.ng' ~ l.1.ke to mess about w.1.th colors. 
-t helps; ~t br.1.n~s to m.1.nd memor.1.es of places and people. l ove • .i.t has 
no other value. · 

Yes, we f .... na.lly found an old house ~n Parkdale large enou ~h to 
enable UE to rEnt . a l.l ttle su.1. te to some · n.ce younr r..1.rls ..... t seems a 

. pleasant ·way to augment our pens.1.on, and~ try to bel.1.eve that NOW 
at last .. Shd.11 be left .1.n peace to gather l!lY w.1.ts and poss.1.bly f-nd 

the cour~ge to tackle another mss. 

at the monent .1. am so t ... red from clean.1.ng the d ... rt.1.est houee 1.t 
was eve,/' my m.1.sfortune to .nha b.l. t that the mere ·t bought seems a 
monstrous joke. But t hen .1. am s t ubborn and l.1.ke cry fool.sh anceftors 
bel.1.eve one may ae well d.1.e .1.n battle as .1.n bed. 

For e:xar.iple :- .1.n t 11e t:'l.1.dst ofthe c10'.:lest.1.c cyclone ... was s truck by 
a w.-.ld not~on that the E.1.Mplest way to cut .1.mt:'lortal Rook was to 

rfmove Er.1.c's Sara from the text • .1. need hardly say the thourht 
recllly upEet me. The lepend .... every ~ear to me. Then, ~oss.1.bly the 
soo t h ... np- s ound of soap suas, .1.nducecl a better m'.) od and ... E[;l..-.d to my8€lf: 
~hy not turn Er.1.c's strGnf.e cuest ... nto a L.1.TTLE BOOK. Well, why not? w ... th a r oof over my he~d more or less set ure .1. s hould be able to 
do .. tt 

What do you t h ... nk of the .1. Gea? The tr~uble .1.s. s hould have 
to work w- th the s econcl copy .... cannot ask r.iy poor huf bl;;l. nc1 to do the 
whole t h ... ng over. Would a..nyone r ead such an effort ? ... t h.lnk ...... co uld 
mallcl.g~ t o make the chan~es fa ... rty qu.1.ckly; and wh~le ...... am at the 
slaughter ... could, .1.f yon w .... sh, rob Father Bene cl -ot of some copy • 
.1. am gu.1.te aware th<J.t the war es of a t r :mble ct '!l.-.nd and evFr Ja st.1.ng 
upheaval .s a r a~bl.ng style • .1. ar., Eure that no one qu.1.te sane 

would have rone on try ... n E" to wr.1.te a.t all fa.c ... n!" the nrol:lems ~ have 
had to face for ,.,,, rn ;ir :1 "' ~• l"f!. ~ t ""USt be r.ia rness ! · But there it is and 
wnat c~n ... do ·about ~t? For some obscure reason. hate to l ower the 
old flag and take ~y ease at the d ... sh-pan. 
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Enoug-h of th.i.s, Your note had a c1el.i. r 1tful t ou ch of Chr- e·tma.s • 
.L could s ee the 1. ttle man sounding out hJ. s t hree cheers. Go o a. fo r 
h ... m? 

Th.LS year ~us t mark s ome .i. nv ... s - bl e cros s roads. We too had our 
Chr ... s tmas a ... nner w ... t hout the eon ~na he.i.r, ana ~ade co ~ ... t h a cb~rm ... nr, 
young couu e, t he .1.r baby an~ my cat. ~ut 1t was pleaeant afte r al l the 
ha r d wJ rk just to s ... t s tJ.11 f or a bJ.t and let t he baby ~na t he cat 
ao the ente r t ci.._n ... np- . 'l'he proud mot her was ... n ~y wr ... t ... np- class ... n Cale-ary 
and he r husban{ J.S wor ~ ... n~ f or h J.S doct or~te J.n ~ur ... c. Lt was lovFly 

to have them. 

Later we alf.o a.ttenCTFd a party. reor r e and Sandra were d J ... n~ the 
h;:>nors .n ~he.i.r nei"' 1..__ttle h:::J1Jse .1.n !forth York. P.a.d .. o folk are f r ... r nc1ly 
but they speak a new lanruare and subscr ... be to an eth.i.c a 1 ... t tle too 
sl.ok for cry Norse concept-on of real ... ty.But by say ... ng noth ... ng n ... cely 

one gets by. ~fter all .1.t w ul d be a t ... resome ~orld if the generat.ons 
made no chanp-es. 

The only b ... tter change ... s the loss of dear fr.en~s. and thJ.s 
Ch r ... stF.IaB. .... m.i.ssed, for the f ... rst t.i.me J.n • tveenty years, a letter 
f rom t:L • Cranston. YesterC.ay h ... s son sent me the M.dlano paper 

w. t h t hf announcF~ent of h ... e : eath .... twas a recll shock. Mr. Cranston 
nubl . f hed my f.1.rst story, and .... came to know .hJ.m cl.nd h.E w ... fe a.s 
the most l oyi;l.l and s ... ncer e fr- fnds. More than that .... found in Mr. 
Cranston an .1.nte.r-r ... ty wh ... ch never bow eel to debared values. A rare 
t h.ng .1.n those d~.ys of debunk-... ne- when so many popular map-az ... nes 
bat t Fned on the bra.ve new ... a,o l or.Y wh ... ch made . . such cheerful end of 
t he anc-ent v ... rtues w h.ch a.lone f "" ve d ... p-n. ty and riea.n-nr to h11r.1an 
e:x ... stence. 

J. fe el the loss deeply ..... had planned to v ... s ... t M ... c\land so soon 
, as we had got our heads above water. How dreadful it J.S to let the 

mean c~res -of the day depr ... ve us of the real treaf11res of 1 ... fe. 

Please r ... ve my rerardf to Mrs. P.erce •• do hope the com.1. np- year 
w ... 11 be k.nd to her • .uir . s hall look for~ard to that tea some 
sunny day . 

S.ncerely Yours 

- - ' 
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